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In This Week’s Parashah  •  ָמה ּבַָּפָרָׁשה
 have a special (kohanim, priests) כֲֹּהנִים 

status of ָה  They .(kedushah, holiness) ְקֻדׁשּ
need to be careful to stay ָטהוֹר (tahor, 
pure) in order to work in the mishkan and 
to eat ּתְרוָּמה (terumah), which are food 
gifts for kohanim. 

 Kohanim can’t come in contact with 
dead bodies, other than their immediate 
relatives. 

 Certain animals can't be sacrificed in the 
mishkan based on the physical shape 
they are in. There are certain physical 
characteristics which prevent kohanim from 
performing the service in the mishkan.

 Kedushah also exists in time. The Torah 
describes these ִמְקָרֵאי קֶֹדׁש (mikra’ei 
kodesh, holy occasions):

 The Torah provides more details about the 
mishkan: how to light the ְמנוָֹרה (menorah) 
and how to prepare the bread for the ׁשֻלְָחן 
(shulhan, table).

 Someone in the camp of Benei Yisrael 
curses God! His punishment is death. 

Shabbat

Rosh Hashanah Yom Kippur Sukkot

Pesah Shavuot
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What’s special about the types of animals that could be offered as 
 ?(korbanot, sacrifices) ָקְרבָּנוֹת

Here’s a midrash that focuses on the significance of one of these 
animals: the ׁשוֹר (shor, bull, a grown male cow). The midrash uses a 
pasuk from Sefer Tehillim, to explain what the shor represented:

ויקרא כב:כז

ֶׂב אוֹ־עֵז כִּי יִוָּלֵד  ׁשוֹר אוֹ־כֶש
וְָהיָה ׁשִבְעַת יִָמים ּתַַחת ִאּמוֹ 
ְִמינִי וָָהלְָאה יֵָרצֶה  וִּמיּוֹם ַהׁשּ

ֶה לַה'׃ לְׇקְרבַּן ִאׁשּ

Vayikra 22:27

When a bull or a sheep or a goat is born, 
it shall stay seven days with its mother, 
and from the eighth day on it shall be 
acceptable as a sacrifice to God.

   Midrash  •  ִמְדָרׁש

Midrashim are ideas or stories that 
explain the Torah. They often come 
from listening very carefully to what 
the Torah says and how it says it. 
Here, we will look for what clues this 
midrash sees in the Torah's words, 
and try to understand its messages.

What does a pasuk from Tehillim have to do with 
something in Vayikra!? This method of midrash is called 
a ּפְִתיְחּתָא (petihta) in Aramaic, which means "opening." 
Here, we use a pasuk from Tehillim to “open up” our 
understanding of what’s happening in the pasuk in Vayikra.
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This midrash ties it all together:

 According to this midrash, Benei Yisrael knew they had been forgiven for the sin of the 
golden calf when they learned they could sacrifice cows. How did they know?

 What do you think this midrash is saying about forgiveness? After we make mistakes, how 
can we know that we have been forgiven? How do you let other people know that you 
have forgiven them?

תהלים כז:ו

וְעַּתָה יָרוּם רֹאׁשִי עַל אֹיְבַי 
ְסבִיבוַֹתי

וְֶאזְבְָּחה בְׇאֳהלוֹ זִבְֵחי ְתרוּעָה 
ָאׁשִיָרה וֲַאזַּמְָרה לַה'׃

תנחומא אמר טז

ֶׂה,  ְָׂרֵאל אוֹתוֹ ַמעֲש כֵּיוָן ׁשֶעָשׂוּ יִש
ָהיוּ ֻאּמוֹת ָהעוֹלָם אוְֹמִרין, ֵאין לֶָהם 

ּתְקוָּמה וְֵאינוֹ חוֹזֵר עֲלֵיֶהם לְעוֹלָם.

ְָׂרֵאל  ְָמעוּ יִש  כֵּיוָן ׁשֶּשׁ
 ׁשֶיְַּקִריבוּ ָקְרבַּן ׁשוֹר, 

 ָרָמה רֹאׁשָם, ׁשֶנֱֶּאַמר׃ 
"וְַעּתָה יָרוּם רֹאׁשִי."

וְָהיוּ ְמַהלְּכִין בֲַּהָרַמת רֹאׁש 
וְאוְֹמִרין, עַכְׁשָו ָאנוּ יוְֹדעִין 

ׁשֶנְִּתַרצָּה לָנוּ ַהקָּדוֹׁש בָּרוּךְ הוּא, 
ׁשֶנֱֶּאַמר׃ "וְֶאזְבְָּחה בְָאֳהלוֹ זִבְֵחי 

ְתרוָּעה…"

Tehillim 27:6

Now I hold my head high over my 
enemies around me;

I sacrifice in God’s tent with shouts of joy, 
singing to God.

Tanhuma Emor 16

When Israel committed the sin of the 
golden calf, the nations of the world said, 
‘There will be no recovery for them, and 
God will never return to them.’

When Israel learned that they could 
sacrifice a shor in the mishkan, they held 
their heads high, as it says (in Tehillim), 
“Now I hold my head high.”

They held their heads up and said, ‘Now 
we know that the Holy One has forgiven 
us,’ as it says (in Tehillim), “I will sacrifice 
in God’s tent with shouts of joy…”
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Our ּפְַרׁשָנִים (parshanim, commentators) wonder: why is Shabbat included 
here in the list of the moadim? 

רש"י

ָמה עִנְיַן ׁשַבָּת ֵאצֶל מוֹעֲדוֹת?

לְלַּמְֶדךָ ׁשֶכָּל ַהְמַחלֵּל ֶאת ַהּמוֹעֲדוֹת ַמעֲלִין 
ַבָּתוֹת, עָלָיו כְִּאלּוּ ִחלֵּל ֶאת ַהׁשּ

וְכָל ַהְמַקיֵּם ֶאת ַהּמוֹעֲדוֹת ַמעֲלִין עָלָיו 
ַבָּתוֹת. כְִּאלּוּ ִקיֵּם ֶאת ַהׁשּ

Rashi (France, 1,000 years ago)

Why is Shabbat here among the moadim? 

To teach us that if you violate the 
moadim, it’s as if you violated Shabbat, 

and if you keep the moadim, it’s as if you 
kept Shabbat.

ויקרא כג:ב-ג

מוֹעֲֵדי ה' ֲאׁשֶר־ּתְִקְראוּ אָֹתם 
 ִמְקָרֵאי קֶֹדׁש

ֵאלֶּה ֵהם מוֹעֲָדי׃

ֶׂה ְמלָאכָה וּבַיּוֹם  ׁשֵׁשֶת יִָמים ּתֵעָש
ְבִיעִי ׁשַבַּת ׁשַבָּתוֹן ִמְקָרא־קֶֹדׁש  ַהׁשּ

ּ  כׇּל־ְמלָאכָה לֹא ַתעֲשׂו
ׁשַבָּת ִהוא לַה' בְּכֹל מוֹׁשְבֵֹתיכֶם׃ 

Vayikra 23:2-3 

These are God’s moadim (holidays), which 
you shall proclaim as holy occasions, these 
are My moadim.

For six days you shall work and on 
the seventh day shall be a Shabbat of 
complete rest, a sacred occasion. You shall 
do no melakhah (productive work). It shall 
be Shabbat for God wherever you are. 

 Commentary  •  ַּפְרָׁשנּות
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 R. Avraham Yehoshua Heschel calls his approach a “hint.” 
Commentators sometimes say that when they think there 
could be many meanings that are all layered on top of 
each other. Could the Torah be saying one thing but  
also hinting to something else at the same time?

 Why do both parshanim seem to think that Shabbat 
shouldn’t be counted as one of the moadim? How  
would you explain the biggest differences between 
Shabbat and the moadim? 

Here’s a surprising reading: maybe the pasuk that seems to be 
about Shabbat, isn’t actually about Shabbat! 

Which Heschel?

You may have heard 
of R. Abraham Joshua 
Heschel (1907-1972), who 
was an important Jewish 
philosopher and activist. 
He grew up in Europe and 
escaped to America during 
World War II. His great-great 
grandfather was R. Avraham 
Yehoshua Heschel of Apta. 
HIS great-great grandfather 
was this R. Avraham 
Yehoshua Heschel of Krakow, 
participating in 
our Parshanut 
conversation.

ספר חנוכת התורה, פרשת אמור, סי' קכא

ִהנֵּה ַהּמְִסּפָר ׁשֶל ַהיִָּמים טוֹבִים  ְּ ֶרךְ ֶרֶמז ד ֶּ וְיֵׁש לְפֵָרׁש עַל ד
ָה יִָמים׃ ב' ׁשֶל ּפֶַסח, וְא' ׁשֶל ׁשָבוּעוֹת, וְא' ׁשֶל  ֵהם ׁשִּשׁ

ָנָה, וב' ׁשֶל ֻסכּוֹת. וְִהנֵּה בְּכָל יוֹם טוֹב ֻמּתָר  רֹאׁש ַהּשׁ
לַעֲשׂוֹת ְמלָאכָה ׁשֶל צֶֹרךְ אֹכֶל נֶפֶׁש... 

ַהיְנוּ יוֹם כִּּפוּר– "ׁשַבַּת ׁשַבָּתוֹן  ְּ ְבִיעִי" ד ֲאבָל "וּבְיוֹם ַהּשׁ
ֶׂה, ֲאפִלּוּ צֶֹרךְ אֹכֶל נֶפֶׁש ָאסוּר. הוּא," כָּל ְמלָאכָה לֹא ַתעֲש

R. Avraham Yehoshua Heschel of Krakow 
(Poland, 400 years ago)

One might say that the Torah is hinting at 
something. The number of holy days listed in the 
chapter is six: the first and last days of Pesah, one 
day of Shavuot, one day of Rosh Hashanah, and the 
first and last days of Sukkot. On these six days, we 
are allowed to cook and prepare food… (this is what 
“six days you shall work” means in our verse)

“The seventh day” in our verse refers to the 
seventh holy day, Yom Kippur—that is the “Shabbat 
of complete rest,” when no melakhah is allowed at 
all (like on the real Shabbat), not even cooking.

Holiday Cooking
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 One-Minute Debate  •  ַּדָּקה ֶׁשל ִּדּיּוןּ

How to play:
Here is a topic for debate along with some suggested arguments, 
but feel free to come up with your own.

�	 Assign people to the “true” or “false” sides. 

�	 Each side gets 30 seconds to make their case. 

�	 At the end, the group votes on a winner. 

False!
  Shabbat has holiness whether  
or not you light candles, make  
Kiddush, and eat a Shabbat 
meal. When the sun sets on Friday,  
it’s Shabbat!

  We quote this pasuk in Kiddush  
on Friday night: 
ֹ ׁש אֹתו ֵּ ְבִיעִי וַיְַקד  וַיְבֶָרךְ ֱאלִֹקים ֶאת־יוֹם ַהׁשּ
(and God blessed the seventh day 
and made it holy). So it seems God  
is making it holy, not you!

Debate: what makes a day holy is what people do to make it special. 

True!
  If you didn’t do anything 
to make Shabbat different, 
Saturday would feel just like 
any other day of the week. 
That’s what Kiddush is all 
about—it’s us marking the 
day as special!

  The dates for the מוֹעֲִדים 
(moadim, holidays) used to 
be determined by the  
ין ִּ  .(beit din, court) בֵּית ד
These days became holy not 
by themselves but because 
of people’s actions.

Vayikra 23:15

You shall count, from the day after the sabbath, from 
the day you bring the omer elevation offering, seven 
full weeks. They must be complete. 

ויקרא כג:טו 

ַבָּת  וְּספְַרּתֶם לָכֶם ִמּמֳָחַרת ַהׁשּ
ִמיּוֹם ֲהבִיֲאכֶם ֶאת־עֶֹמר ַהּתְנוּפָה 

ׁשֶבַע ׁשַבָּתוֹת ּתְִמימֹת ּתְִהיֶינָה׃ 

A Moment of Hebrew  •  ֶרגַע ֶׁשל ִעבְִרית



Find the Word! 
Some things are 
impossible to count 
because there are so 
many of them. What does 
God ask Avraham to count 
in Bereishit 15:5? How 
many times does this ׁשֶֹרׁש 
(shoresh, root) appear in 
the pasuk?

ֵספֶר = 
Book  
(sefer)

ִמְסּפַָריִם = 
Scissors 
(misparayim)

סוֹפֵר ְסָת"ם = 
Someone who 
writes Sifrei Torah, 
Tefillin, and Mezuzot 
(sofer stam)

ִספְִריָּה = 
(sifriyyah)

בֵּית ֵספֶר = 
(beit sefer)

ּפֵר =  לְִהְסּתַ
To get a haircut  
(lehistaper)

לְִסּפֹר )ׁשֶֹרׁש ס.פ.ר(

 To count  
(lispor)



There’s a special בְָּרכָה (berakhah, blessing) 
to recite before counting: 

 When counting, the Shulhan Arukh says to 
first mention the day of the omer, and then 
the weeks and days gone by. For example: 
“today is 29 days, which is 4 weeks and 1 
day of the omer” (Orah Hayyim 489:1). You 
can count in any language, but it’s nice to 
count in Hebrew if possible. 

נוּ  ר ִקְדָּשׁ בָּרוּךְ ַאָתּה ה' ֱאלֵֹקינוּ ֶמלֶךְ ָהעוֹלָם, ֲאֶשׁ
בְִּמצְוָֹתיו וְצִוָּנוּ עַל ְספִיַרת ָהעֶֹמר.

Blessed are you, God our Lord, Ruler of the 
world, who made us holy with the mitzvot 
and commanded us about counting the 

omer.

The time period we’re in right now, between 
Pesah and Shavuot, is known as the עֶֹמר 
(omer).

Our parashah explains that the omer was 
a grain sacrifice that was offered on Pesah 
in the mishkan. After this sacrifice, people 
would count seven full weeks until Shavuot 
(Vayikra 23:15). 

While there’s no more omer sacrifice, we still 
have a mitzvah of ְספִיַרת ָהעֶֹמר (sefirat ha-
omer, counting the omer). 

Halakhah  •  ֲהלָכָה

learn one way the parashah 

 practically impacts our liv
es 

 It’s customary to only recite the berakhah 
at night. If you forget sefirat ha-omer 
at night, you can count during the day 
without a berakhah. 

 There’s a debate about whether sefirat 
ha-omer is one big mitzvah or 49 separate 
mitzvot. Because of the opinion that it’s 
one big mitzvah, the common practice 
is that people only say the berakhah if 
they have counted every single day. If you 
miss an entire day, you continue to count 
for the rest of the omer, but without a 
berakhah. 

 Similarly, if you become bar/bat mitzvah 
in the middle of the omer, it’s possible 
that you shouldn’t continue counting with 
a berakhah, even if you counted with a 
berakhah every day before. That’s because 
you were a kid for part of the omer, and 
then you became an adult. Some people 
think your adult self can’t finish doing a 
mitzvah your kid self started (Shut Yabi’a 
Omer 3:27-28). But some people think your 
adult self can continue where your kid 
self left off (Arokh Hashulhan Orah Hayyim 
489:15). Try asking your rabbis or teachers 
what they think!

8
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  ְׁשֵאלֹות ַהָּׁשבּוַע

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 12!

*

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers 
to the last three are harder and can come from anywhere in 
the parashah.

A כֵֹּהן (kohen, priest) is only 
allowed to be involved in the burial 
of very close relatives. Which ones 
does the Torah mention?

What is the word used 
to describe someone 
who is not a kohen?

What is the earliest day of its 
life that a lamb can be offered 
as a ָקְרבָּן (korban, sacrifice)?

After seven weeks of counting, 
how many animals are brought 
as sacrifices on the 50th day?

What instructions does the Torah 
give for what to do, and not do, on 
?(Yom Ha-Kippurim) יוֹם ַהכִּּפִֻרים

Why does the Torah say we 
should live in סֻכּוֹת (sukkot) 
for a week each year?

How many חַלּוֹת (hallot, loaves 
of bread) had to be baked 
each week in the mishkan?

Which days are referred to as a ׁשַבָּתוֹן 
(shabbaton) in our parashah? What’s 
called ׁשַבָּת ׁשַבָּתוֹן (shabbat shabbaton)? 
What’s called ִמְקָרא קֶֹדׁש (mikra kodesh, 
holy occasion)?

Which of the words that 
we use today for the four 
species we wave on Sukkot—
 ,(etrog) ֶאְתרוֹג ,(lulav) לוּלָב
 עֲָרבָה and ,(hadas) ָהָדס
(aravah)—does the Torah 
use to describe them?

According to the Torah, whom 
can the כֵֹּהן גָּדוֹל (kohen gadol, 
High Priest) help bury?

1

3

2

4

5

7
8

9

10

6

Good luck!

aliyot:
1) Vayikra 21:1 to 21:15 

2) 21:16 to 22:16

3) 22:17 to 22:33

4) 23:1 to 23:22

5) 23:23 to 23:32

6) 23:33 to 23:44

7) 24:1 to 24:23
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Torah Trop  •  ַטעֲֵמי ַהִּמְקָרא

Merkha ֵמְרָכא

1
2
33
4

Does it end a musical phrase?No

Is it above or below the word?
Below

Where does it appear on the word?
On the accent

How many times does it appear in the Torah?9,117—Very common

Merkha is a very common note. It has lots of uses and can come before a 
bunch of notes.

But mostly, a merkha comes before a tip'ha or a sof pasuk.

Merkha is always connected to the word that follows, which can help you figure 
out the meaning of the sentence. Here’s a great example from our parashah.

ויקרא כד׃ב

יד: ִמֽ ת ֵנ֖ר ּתָ ְלַהֲעלֹ֥

Vayikra 24:2

To regularly set up a lamp 

יד: ִמֽ ת ֵנ֥ר ּתָ ְלַהֲעלֹ֖

To set up a lamp that 
burns regularly

The version on the left is what actually 
appears in our parashah. The merkha 
connects the word לְַהעֲלֹת (le-ha’alot, to set 
up) with the word נֵר (ner, lamp). The act is 
setting up a lamp, and that action needs to be 
done regularly, like once or twice a day.

The version on the right would mean something 
different. Here, the merkha would connect the 
word ner to the word ָּתִמיד (tamid, regularly). That 
would mean the act is setting something up once, 
and the thing being set up is a lamp that burns 
regularly on its own.

So now you know that the notes are also like 
punctuation!
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!Tell Me More About This  •  ּבֹואּו נְַדּבֵר עַל זֶה 

In our parashah there’s a list of physical characteristics that might occur in a 
person’s body. These are called מוִּמים (mumim). If a כֵֹּהן (kohen, priest) had 
one of these, he would not be allowed to perform the עֲבוָֹדה (avodah, service) 
in the mishkan, and later in history, the Beit Ha-Mikdash (Vayikra 21:16-23). 

800 years ago, Rabbi Meir of Rothenberg (Maharam) made an important 
point about mumim: they might have prevented a kohen from performing the 
avodah in the mishkan, but they do not disqualify a person from becoming a 
 .(shaliah tzibbur, prayer leader) ׁשְלִיַח צִבּוּר

Maharam says that physical difference is an 
advantage in prayer. If you can find something 
within you that’s broken, that might be the best 
place to pray from! 

 Throughout Sefer Vayikra, we’ve seen how 
aspects of the avodah in the mishkan are 
continued in our בֵּית כְּנֶֶסת (beit knesset, 
synagogue/shul) practices. Why do you think the 
rules about mumim are limited to kohanim in the 
mishkan? Does this help you better understand 
what the mishkan was, or what it represented?

 Why might uniqueness and brokenness be 
valuable qualities when praying to God? Are these 
qualities that all human beings can relate to?

ָראוּי וְָראוּי הוּא,  ְּ ּפְׁשִיָטא ד
ַרבָּה ִמצְוָה ִמן ַהּמֻבְָחר.  ְּ וְַאד

ֶמלֶךְ ַמלְכֵי ַהּמְלָכִים ָחפֵץ  ְּ ד
ּמֵׁש בְּכֵלִים ׁשְבוִּרים, וְלֹא  לְִהׁשְּתַ
ָׂר וָָדם, ׁשֶנֱֶּאַמר  ִָׂרים בָּש כְֶּדֶרךְ ש

)ּתְִהלִּים נא׃יט( "לֵב נִׁשְבָּר 
וְנְִדכֶּה ֱאלִֹקים לֹא ִתבְזֶה."

ֵאין נִפְָסל בְּמוִּמין ֶאלָּא כֲֹּהנִים. ְּ ד

It is obvious that this person is more than 
fitting to be a shaliah tzibbur. The mitzvah is 
even better when done by this person.

God wants us to reach out from a place of 
brokenness (unlike many human ministers). As 
it says (Tehillim 51:19): “A heart that is broken 
and crushed—God, You will not despise.”

Mumim are only a disqualification for kohanim.



Our parashah explains that we celebrate the holiday of Sukkot in 
order to remember that God provided sukkot for Benei Yisrael in the 
wilderness. What exactly were these sukkot? It’s an important ַמְחלֶֹקת 
(mahloket, dispute) from the Sifra (Emor, chapter 17)!

?What’s Going On Here  •  ָמה זֶה

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
 1. Parents, kids, brother, unmarried sister (21:2-3); 

the kohen’s wife is not explicitly mentioned, 
but our Sages thought she was covered by 
the otherwise extra phrase כִּי ִאם־לִׁשְֵארוֹ ַהקָּרֹב 
(the relative who is very close to you) ֵאלָיו

(22:10,12,13) (zar, stranger) זָר .2 
 3. The eighth day (22:27)
 4. 13 (7 lambs + 1 bull + 2 rams as olot + 1 goat as a 

hattat + 2 lambs as shelamim) (23:18-19)
 וְעִנִּיֶתם ֶאת־ נַפְׁשֵֹתיכֶם… וְכָל־ְמלָאכָה לֹא ַתעֲשׂוּ .5 

(afflict yourself…and do not do any melakhah/
work) (23:27-28)

 6. So that later generations will understand that 
God housed Benei Yisrael in sukkot when they 
left Egypt (23:42-43)

 7. 12 (24:5)
 8. No one, not even his parents (21:10-11)! But the 

Sifra, an early midrash on Sefer Vayikra, says 
that even though the kohen gadol does not 
bury any of his relatives, if someone needed to 
be buried and no one else was taking care of 
it, this is called a ֵמת ִמצְוָה (met mitzvah), and 
it’s such a big mitzvah to help that even the 
kohen gadol could do it.

 9. Only aravah, in the phrase עְַרבֵי־נַָחל (arvei 
nahal, 23:40); all the others have totally 
different names!

10. Shabbaton: Three total—ַיוֹם זִכְרוֹן ּתְרוּע (the 
day of memory with shofar), the first day of 
the seventh month (what we know as Rosh 
Hashanah, 23:24); days one and eight starting 
from the fifteenth day of the seventh month, 
the beginning of ַחג ה׳ (the holiday of God, 
days we know as Sukkot and Shemini Atzeret, 
23:39)

 Shabbat shabbaton: Two total—Shabbat (23:3); 
Yom Ha-Kippurim, the tenth day of the seventh 
month (23:32)

 Mikra kodesh: Seven total—Shabbat (23:3); the 
first and seventh days of ַחג ַהּמַצּוֹת (the matzah 
holiday, what we know as Pesah, 23:7-8); the 
day after seven weeks of counting (what we 
know as Shavuot, 23:21); the day of memory 
with shofar (Rosh Hashanah) (23:24); Yom Ha-
Kippurim (23:27); days one and eight starting 
from the fifteenth day of the seventh month, 
the beginning of ַחג ַהֻסּכּוֹת (Hag Ha-Sukkot, 
23:34-36)

 According to Rabbi Eliezer, we are supposed to remember 
the actual huts that Benei Yisrael lived in while God led them 
through the wilderness. 

 According to Rabbi Akiva, the “sukkot” we are supposed to 
remember are not the tents they lived in, but God’s pillar of 
cloud that surrounded and protected Benei Yisrael in the 
wilderness (Shemot 13:21-22). 
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