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There is a mitzvah not to overcharge
for a sale. If someone is in debt to you,
treat them with compassion.

It's a double parashah this week! We
combine Behar and Behukotai.

In Eretz Yisrael, mgmj (shemittah, the year
of release) happens every seven years.
During this year, no one can work the
land and crops become public property.
Anyone can come and eat.

God promises blessings if Bnei
Yisrael follow the mitzvot, and some
frightening punishments if they don't.
This section is called the NNJin
(tokhehah, rebuke).

53§ (yovel) is the 50th year, when the
rules of shemittah continue to apply as
they do in the 49th year, plus all land gets
returned to its original owners.

God will remember God's promises
to our ancestors, and God will never
punish the people too much.

Sefer Vayikra closes with a discussion
of donations to the 12Yn (Mishkan,
sanctuary for God). One of those is
called 7YYn (ma'aser, giving one tenth
of your harvest or newborn animals).

Even before yovel, if your relative has
money trouble and has to sell their
land, you should try to help them buy it
back in a process called N?1RA (geulah,
redemption).
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Midrashim are ideas or stories that
. . explain the Torah. They often come
EJ-_!TD e Mld raSh from listening very carefully to what
the Torah says and how it says it.
Here, we will look for what clues this

nVNY (shemittah, the year of release)
| midrash sees in the Torah's words,

happens every seven years, and 5217
(yovel) happens every seven shemittah and try to understand its messages.
cycles. Here's a midrash that explores
the importance of the number seven
(Vayikra Rabbah 29:11):
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All sevens are extra beloved...
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Among the generations, the seventh is
beloved: Adam, Shet, Enosh, Keinan, Mahalalel,
Yered, and then Hanokh. And it is written
(Bereishit 5:25); "Hanokh walked with God.”

T APy ,pNy? ,0n7aK 12720 7Y72Y niaRa
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Among our ancestors, the seventh is extra
beloved: Avraham, Yitzhak, Yaakov, Levi, Kehat, ‘
Amram, and then Moshe. And it is written

(Shemot 19:3): "Moshe ascended to God." "z§
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Among years, the seventh is beloved, as it says '
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Among shemittah cycles, the
seventh is beloved, as it says
(Vayikra 25:10): "And you shall
make the fiftieth year holy.”

+ In addition to being on a cycle of seven, what do shemittah, yovel, and
Shabbat have in common?

+ What was the common denominator between all the people who are the
seventh in their lists? What does that teach us about what might be special
about shemittah, yovel, and Shabbat?

+ Can you think of any other special sevens in the Torah?

Did you know that the Gemara (Megillah 14a) says there were seven nNiXk?21 (neviot,
prophets who were women) in Tanakh? Here's who they were.
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w19 - Commentary

Vayikra 25:14-17

When you sell property to your neighbor or buy
from your neighbor, do not wrong one another.

..the more years (remaining before yovel), the
higher the price; the fewer years, the lower the

price. What is being sold is the number of harvests.

Do not wrong one another, but fear your Lord; for |
God am your Lord.
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Our 023Y13 (parshanim, commentators) notice that there is a
double warning about not wronging one another: 129A9X (al
tonu) at the beginning, and 1210 X2 (ve-lo tonu) at the end.
They wonder: why does this warning appear twice?

AQinn ARIIR 9T - 1230 DX
.07727 ARAIR DY 70T IRD - IN7NY DX YR 1290 KD

Rashi

The first warning is about harming someone financially.
The second warning is about harming someone with words.

RATY 12R

_Ibn Ezra ;02112 NINTR - 1N7nY DR YR 1210 K51 0Yv)
(Spain, 900 vears ago) 12192 17UR0 7D

k Ibn Ezra
The second warning is directed to a seller.

The first warning is directed to a buyer.




Both commentators think the repetition
means that the Torah is talking about
two different kinds of harm, but

they break it down differently. Rashi
sees our pesukim as referring to two
completely different categories of
NRAIR (ona‘ah, harming someone).
Harming someone in business is called
111 AKX (ona‘at mamon). But you're
also not allowed to harm someone
emotionally, like with words. This is
called 07727 NRAIX (ona‘at devarim).

+ Think about Rashi: How are ona’at
mamon and ona'at devarim similar to
one another? How do they differ?

+ Think about Ibn Ezra: How can a seller
take advantage of a buyer? How can
a buyer take advantage of a seller? Is
one of these scenarios more likely?

Ona'at devarim includes teasing people
or calling them names. It also includes
any kind of making someone feel

bad, for example by excluding them,
by embarrassing them, or by raising
their hopes and then disappointing
them—even if you do it without any
words at all! The Talmud discusses
ona'at devarim for pages and pages
and warns us to be extremely cautious
about other people’s feelings.
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nT 11N + What's Going On Here?

2217 (yovel) is the fiftieth year, when the rules of nYNY (shemittah, the year of release)
continue to apply as they do in the 49th year, plus all land gets returned to its original
owners. What does the word "yovel” mean?

+ Rashi says it's a reference to the shofar extreme differences between people
blast that announces the start of the who have a lot, and people who don't
year. The same word comes up as the have much, all get mixed up when land
sign that Benei Yisrael would be allowed is returned to people.

to go up Mount Sinai after the Torah was . ]
given, and Rashi there also says that this ¢ Ha'amek Davar says it's from 220

sign, the "yovel,” is a shofar blast. (hovalah, movement), referring to how
people would move from their places
+ Haketav Ve-Ha-Kabbalah says it's of work to their homes because they
connected to the word N2 (belilah, couldn't do farming work.

to mix up), and it refers to the way the

-_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________| I
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How to play:

Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come up
with your own. Then debate someone!

For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to make
its best case.

Debate: Punishment is an effective way to make sure people
make good choices.

flgree! Disagree!

Even adults get punished! Getting punished just makes people
When they get speeding angry. You don't learn anything from it.
tickets, it's a reminder to slow People should make good choices
down and drive more carefully. because it's the right thing to do. If

If you do the right thing you do the right thing just because
because you're afraid of you're afraid of punishment, or just
getting punished, eventually because you want a reward, that's not

you'll learn to do the right
thing for its own sake.

really so good.
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And you shall make the fiftieth year holy.




Find the Word!

C (r.n.x YY) rnx’: There is a twin brother who grabbed hold of his

brother’s heel as they were being born. Can you
find the word that shows that he grasped the
(le-ehoz) heel? It shares our Y7V (shoresh, root)! (Hint:
check out Bereishit 25:26.)

To hold, to grasp
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3. Mansion To take the bull by the horns,
(ahuzah) to act in a decisive way

(@haz et ha-shor bekarnav)
= D072°Y NTPNR
Sleight of hand, trickery
, = TINX (ahizat einayim)
A Percent
(@ahuz)



Have you ever had exciting news to give someone? How did you speak to them?

Did you ever need to tell someone something really upsetting? How did you tell
them? Sometimes, we change the way we speak to match the mood of what we are
trying to say.

In this week’s Torah reading, the third aliyah is a tough one. In it, God briefly promises
lots of blessings if the people follow the mitzvot, but then horrible punishments and
suffering if they don’t. Some of the threats are really awful, including the whole land
being destroyed and the people being thrown out into foreign countries. This section
is called the Nh2A (tokhehah, rebuke), and it is really hard to hear.

We do a few things to try to make it easier to handle:

Rule #1:

aq 192 PN NI TN KN 1IDoR2 oD 8 LD

(3 720 D)

We don't break up this aliyah in the middle. We want to get it over in one
shot. That's why it is so long (37 verses) when other aliyot in the parashah
are so short. (The first and second aliyot are only 3 verses each!)

Rule #2:

Q7 RiPy2 wa TN ninph Now i w %ﬁ\

% (%190 0?1 AN R"1D7)

You don't call someone up to recite the blessings for this aliyah unless they want

to be called up. How could you offer someone to be on the receiving end of such
horrible curses? In many communities, this aliyah is either given to the rabbi or to the
person reading the aliyah; they absorb the blow for the rest of us.

Rule #3: Shhh!

Just like you might pull someone aside and give them
bad news quietly, there is a longstanding tradition to
read this passage softly and quickly. It is too hard for
us to hear such painful things loudly. Listen carefully

and you can hear the reader be loud at the

beginning of the aliyah for the end of the blessings,

get quiet for the curses, and then get loud again
when things get better at the end of the aliyah.




E. be 25: 28 ‘
LHAWT Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt 22yeroe i
) 4) %5:3_9 10:26:9. .
The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the | 5) 26110 to 26:46 o
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers . 6)2 15 e

to the last three are harder and can come from anywhere in
the parashah.

During a 221" (yovel) year,

ood llldi! what's the date when |
g the shofar is blown? e Why can't you sell

‘ land permanently?

What land can |

‘ never be sold? e How many times are we told
not to force workers to do really
hard labor, called 773 (perekh)?

|
6 What will God not smell?
L

[
Are substitutions allowed

‘ in sacrifices?

What goes

‘ under a staff?

Copyright (c) 2025 by Hadar | Devash: Behar-Behukotai 2025 by Hadar is licensed under a Creative Commons. Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
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111N - Vayikra in Review

This week we celebrate the completion
of Sefer Vayikra! Here are some of the
big themes we've covered:

AT QRDIRINAY ViR DOYTR vIx2 nionn niyn
(korbanot, (tumah ve- (kedoshim tihyu, you (mitzvot ha-teluyot
sacrifices) taharah, impurity shall be holy, including  ba-aretz, agricultural

and purity) rules for treating other laws of the Land of
people well) Israel)

What is the most important part of Sefer Vayikra, the takeaway message
that the Torah wants you to understand above all else?

According to Rabbi Akiva (Sifra Kedoshim Perek 4), there is one line in
Vayikra which contains the most important rule in the whole Torah:

Vayikra 19:18 M2:07 KM

Love your neighbor like yourself 702 Y75 Aank)

Rabbi Akiva calls this principle a 2172 525 (klal gadol, general category or
summary) of the Torah.

The Talmud (Shabbat 31a) tells a story about a time that the great scholar Hillel
paraphrased this pasuk:

A person came to Shammai and asked him to teach the whole Torah while
standing on one leg.

Shammai said, “No way! The Torah is way too complex for that.” Then the
person came to Hillel with the same question.

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking kids seriously
as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. Write to us: devash@hadar.org
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Hillel said, “If there's something you don't like when it's done to you, don't
do it to someone else. That is the entire point of the Torah, and the rest is
commentary. Now go learn it!"

Why would Rabbi Akiva call “love your Some people think that when
neighbor as yourself” a klal gadol, and why young children start to learn
would Hillel think this summarizes all the Torah, they should begin with
details of the Torah? Can you think of Torah Sefer Vayikra. Does this surprise
details that are captured by this pasuk? you? Why might they say this?

1T 71 12T) IXi3

A major sign of God's blessing in Parashat Behukotai (and throughout the
Torah) is rain. When it falls at the right time and in the right amount, rain
makes crops grow and makes it possible for everyone to have enough
food to eat.

The Talmud (Ta'anit 24a) wonders: What can we do to encourage God to
bring us the rain we need? It tells a story about Rav.

Rav came to a place where there wasn’t enough rain. He declared a fast
but no rain came. The prayer leader went down to lead services. He
said, "N 27Yn (Mashiv Ha-Ruah, Who brings the wind),” and the wind
blew; he said, "DYAn 177110 (Morid Ha-Geshem, Who causes the rain to
fall),” and the rain came.

Rav said to the prayer leader, "What do you do?" The prayer leader said,
"l teach Torah to children, and | teach the children of
the poor and the children of the rich, and |
never take any money from someone
who can't pay.”

Rain is a sigh of God's
kindness. What does God want
to see in order to be kind to
us? The lesson that Rav learns
here is that God wants us to
be kind to each other, and
then God will be kind to us.



11T 70 713TJ IXi3 - Tell Me More About This!

In your class at school, do kids would happen if, instead, each person
have their own sets of markers? If took a turn providing snacks or lunches
someone is nice to you, you're probably for everyone else?

happy to share your markers with them.
(But maybe not your lucky eraser!) The
mitzvah of NYRY (shemittah, the year of
release) helps us think about personal
and communal property.

Imagine if these experiments lasted

for a whole year. What problems do

you think might arise? What positive
outcomes could happen for your class or
community?

For example, imagine that everyone

in your class released ownership of
their markers, glue sticks, scissors, etc.
Together, you could create a communal
supply closet. Anyone could use what
they need.

Or consider food. Does everyone bring
their own snack or lunch each day? What

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:
1. The tenth day of the seventh month, which another one, they are both holy and you
. is Yom Kippur (25:9) must offer both of them. (27:10)
a 2. Because the land belongs to God, and 7. All the cattle as it's being counted for qWyn
we are nvgujﬁm 0772 (geirim ve-toshavim, (maaser, one tenth being donated to God)
strangers living on it) (25:23) (27:32)
3. The open fields that surround the cities 8. The sixth year, right before mgmj (shemittah,
where nn_’? (Levi'im, members of the tribe of the year of release) (25:21) l
Levi) live (25:34) 9. Right before a 921" (yovel) year - the price
4. Three times (25:43, 25:46, 25:53) would be lowest since the land would soon
5. The pleasant smells of Benei Yisrael's be returned to its original owner because of L
offerings (26:31) yovel (25:15-16)
6. Nope! If you dedicate an animal as a 10. Because we are already slaves to God!
sacrifice and then try to switch it out with (25:55)
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